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2 zo prevent the Growth x. 
SCHI S M. 


\I NCE ſo many buſy Heads babe pre- 
ſum'd to give Advice to their Superiors, to 


8 


and up in the Defence of that Power, by which | 
e himſelf is defended, and protect his Sovereign 


om the Inſults of Her private Subjects. The 
 Weeſent Occaſion of the Clamours of a malicious 
arty, ever ready to impeach the Acts of their 
Jovernours, and renew Complaint after Com- 
Bl =, is the Bil now depending before the Le- 
| JA 9 giſlaturs 52 


rail at the Legiſlature, and threaten even 
ieh i it ſelf, it becomes every good Subject to 
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| Ramges. to prevent the Groth of Schiſen, which 


as o provoked the Diſſenters and their Favour | 


ers, that tłiey have not reſtrained "themſelves 


from any Bitterneſs of Expreſſion agaĩnſt the Po- 


ers which they are afraid will paſs it into AF, al- 
thoꝰ no Reaſons of any Weight have been offer 
ed to the contrary. > The Polite Aurhor who firſt 


led the Way to the Contempt and open Impe E. 
ment of A Atbocky, has now renewed lits Att 


and gleaned all the little Arguments from the 


dirty papets of bis Party into à Pamphlet, dreſs'd 


up in his Manner with Fragments of old Satire, 


and an arrogant Defence of his former Libels. 
Hou far ſuch Papers may influence the Readers, 
we know not; only of him we are àſſur'd from 
his own Mouth of his Deſpair of convincing any 


but thoſe who were before of his own” Opinion. We 
will allow him without Envy the Triumph of 
that Conviction, while we hope to ſhew the more 
ſenſible Part of the Nation, that the Cla mours 
of theſe People are as far wide of Reaſon, as 
their Language is of Manners and Duty, _ 
In Order to ſhew the Reaſonablenels' of this 


Bil, we hall lay down a few plain Propoſitions 


intelligible. to every one; which we ſhall free 


from tuch Object ions as may be form'd againſt 
them, and then prove the Truth of the Conſe- 


quence from them; viz. That the Bill is a juſt, 


wiſc and reaſonable Bill, „ 1 85 
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the Rule laid down in the firſt 
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fend, and ſooure it ſelf ugainſt thoſe: from mum it 
e, any Danger, and the Uk of that Power 


cannot be unjuſt, when neither the Laws of bh 3 


nor Man are infringea by it. 1 


I: Ey 


. Occaſions of that Government require; ens. 
Propoſition is not 
boten b Jach' Altoraion, OY or Kaen e 


mW Prom iſs * WA as they reſpedt any Park 
of the whole are newer to be taken'as abſolute, but 
' have always a Condition -imply'd, that theſe Pru. 
miſes are to the Advantage of the whole, which 


9 when they are found not to be, then they either ceaſe 


to be Protiviſes; or 4 f. uch ore juſtly — 9 


15 the Power which Jn js made them. 


: © Theſe Propelitiens: are ſufficiently e a 


will hardly be deny'd or diſputed by any one; 
and yet from "theſe we ſhall prove, that the Bil 
is a proper, juſt and reaſonable Bill. It muſt bs 
remembred, that it is not now to be controver- 
teck whether the Diſfenters are guilty of Schifamjor: 
no; for that is ſuppos d in the Queſtions And » 

cho the W Mr. Steel " aMemns, That this fame. 

N 5 


— may alter, repeal; W | 7 3 
any Laws made'byit ſelf, asthe:Circamſtancesand 
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Schi has not been defined ſince the Talk concerning 
this Bill; yet that is nothing to the Purpoſe, there 
being no Occaſion for a New Definition, Schiſm be- 
ing the ſame at all Times; and I do aſſure him 
it has been defined in ſome of thoſe firſt Centuries 
be s pleaſed to talk of with an implicit Faith, as 
J — y wing cw, 
Well then, if every Government has the Po W- 
er mention'd in the firſt Propoſition for its own 
Security under the Reſtrictions thete made, we 
affirm that the Church of England, as a Part of 
the Conſtitution, has this Power of Security a- 
gainſt the Diſſenters from her, from whom ſhe 
juſtly ſuſpects this Danger. And again, we ſay, 
that the Means which ſhe makes uſe of in this 


Q.laſe are not unjuſt, as not infringing any La- 
{ of God, or Man, and that therefore the Bill is 
% . ͤͤJ .. ĩ˙· OTE 
The Objections which are form'd to anſwer 
this, are, that the Reſtriction is broke, and ſome 
Laus are infringed, both Religious, and Civil. 
And in the 2d Place, that there is no Danger 
from the Diſſenters, and that therefore the Bill is 
an unneceſſary Impoſition. £708 


The coarrary of theſe Object ions will appear, 


If in the firſt Place it is proved that no Law of 
Religion, that is, Chriſtanity is broke. There is no 
better Proof to the Perſons concerned, than the 

Uſe of their own Arguments in this Caſe. It is 
a known Maxim with them, That Chriſtianity left 
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2 12775 e . reſp ect of our civil Rights, be 
being to b 


Communi 


„ 


Chriſtian Govenment to provide for its own Seeu- 


plain that Chriſtianity does not exclude the natio- 85 
nal Church from aſſerting to it ſelf all its civil 
Rights. And it is as plain that part of its civil 


abling its Enemies from any Power of invading 

thoſe Rights, which it effectually does by this Bill. 

This I think, at leaſt to them, is an Argument 
vy the Legiſlature may act thus, tho many o- 
thers might be drawn from the nature of Govern- 


Ties, which oblige us to deliver the Conſtitution 
ſafe and ſecure to Poſterity. However, I think 


Iudicrouſly in Imitation of St. Paul, ſays a Pro- 


Covent. Garden) that no other means but Evidence © © 
Was uſed in the firſt Centuries for the propagating 
| Chriſtianity, and ſo would thence infer the Un- - © 
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4 preſerved or altered at the Pleaſure of ts 


P reſervation of its civil Rights, obliges every : 4 g 4 
rity ; but it is allowed that the national Church Þ | 
is a Part of our Government; and therefore it is 


Rights, is a Security to enjoy them as long as the 
Government, which eſtabliſh them ſhall laſt, and 
this Security it cannot better obtain than by diſs ©} 


ment it {elf, and as that is ſupported by Religious 


this is enough for them; for as Mr. Steel very t 


phet of their own declares ſo. 


—— 


As for what that ingenious Gentleman objects 
as having heard it from the Pulpit, (perhaps that of Y 


warrantableneſs of any other means; he oughtro 
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nat, and may not in many Caſes alter that Rig 
from ſome defect in the Parents; ſo as to mae ir 

unlawful far; the Cid to pay that Obedience. 

This. is plain, that it dues, and can, and ifiſo, it 
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Was then ſettled and incorporated into civil Cm: 
munities, or no. For; chat: makes a great Alte- 
ration in#his Caſe; and hen he comès to have 
ſettled: that Point, it Will be eine unauzhü 0 au. \ 


ſwer his Object ion: 


As to any Breach of. any. other Raw we ſhalt ; 


 Eeftcoolidet chax-plontibleQueofithe Right every 


Perſon hus tothe Education of his on \Chiltres el 


1200 i 4 Natunal Rig „t. 23 


It will be owned; wha > any. more 


| Right to the Education of his on Children, than 


he has a Right to their Obedience: N. abe 
Point is, whethar-00:90: tha Government does 


may at leaſt do the ſame in teſpett of. 2 

for the ſame Reaſons.” But farther, every; Parem 
has not a Right ta Ed ucate his Children after his - 
own Manner; neither is it rea ſanable that ther 


| ſhould, fo Tl this Permiſſion might by degrees; dei 


ſtroy the End of all Government. 1:bis 5 might 
introduce ſuch a: Maitipticityzand Confuſion, o 
Opinions at leaſt, as might prove mare dangerous 5 


to the State, than che reſtraint upon Parents 
Would be, as an Act of Cruelty: to that State. 
Ihat it is not a new: Thing for Governments to 
© on gas: them the Eünoatian f the, Youth of 


their 
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Examples of good Policy excluſive of Religion. 


in | this Age has been profuſe of Monſters and Prodi. 


he that concern this Bill. And we may {till affirm, . 


that: no Nataral Right is taken away in this Caſe, 
but What is warrantable from Reaſon, and 


vernment : Neither can I ſubſcribe to this Au- 


dence, which is the Glory of God in his Crea- 
tures, would be a much greater Evil if prevented 


gion. 


There is then no Reaſon for the Compaſſio : 
nate Authors of the Letter to a Member of Parlia- 
ment, to cry out, Prod ig tous ! Monſtrom | for tho? : 


their reſpect ive Communities, is evident from tlie 
Perſias and Grecian Hiſtories, And as for thei 
being Heathen States, that is out of the Queſtion, * 
fince 1t 1s before proved, that Chriſtianity takes | 
away no Civil Right, and fo they are to be conſi- 
dered only, as Inſtances of Matter of Fact, and 


what is neceſſary for the Preſervation of the Go - 


thor's Opinion; that it is a leſſer Evil to obſtrut 
the encreaſe of Mankind, than it is to debar them of 
what he calls a Civil, Natural and Religious Right. 
For it ſeems to me that the great End of Provi- 


by Man, than any after cruel Impoſitions oi Go. 

vernouts upon thoſe Creatuers. However for his 
own Satisfaction, I with he would conſult ſome © 
of thoſe, whom he is pleaſed to Stile our beſt Di- 
vines, before he preſumes to aſſert a Propoſition, 
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But to proceed in the Method propoſed : There 
remains now no Law, but ſome human Law, that 
is, a Law of that particular Conſtitution of which 
3 the Diſſenters are Members, which can be ſaid 
to be infringed by this Act. This Law is the 
FF Toleration, the meaning and effect of which is 
ſiaid to be eluded, and conſequently the Law de- 
ſtroyed by the Bil]. Sas Ivy, 2 
© Suppoſe then, we grant that the Toleratian is 
deſtroyed by the means propoſed to prevent the 
' Growth of Schiſm, it only amounts to this, that 
the Government which was pleaſed to grant that 
Indulgence, thinks fit to retract it, which that 
they have a ſufficient Power to do, appears by 
the Second and Third Propoſition laid down at 
the beginning of this Diſcourſe, And as to the 
Reaſon of the Thing, that depends entirely upon 
the Grounds of Credibility ; the Legiſlature: en- 
tertain, That the Diſſenters may injure, or ſub- 
vert the Conſtitution by a longer Indulgence of 
this Tolerat ion. „„ = "US 
But this we argue meerly ex Hypotheſi; ſup- 
poſing the Toleration is eluded by this AQ, the 
"Contrary of which appears to be true. By the 
* Toleration no one, I believe, ever underſtood any 
more than a temporary Indulgence to ſuch Per- 
ſons as thought they could not in 9 
conform to the Church, that is to the Perfons o 
the Diſſenters then capable of judging for them- 
ſelves, and no others, in Hope that Time, and 
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wre a Deſire of better >. might bring them 
that to a Conformity. Let any one peruſe that Act, 
nich and ſee if he can find an Indulgence for them ans 
their Heirs for ever; and if he cannot, and if the __ 
the AQ's Duration is left in the Power of the Legiſ- 
h is latare, then it is certain that it is no Injury to 
de- the Pofterity of thoſe Diſſenters, becauſe they ne- 
ver had a Right to that Indulgence; and what, 
15 i they never had cannot be ſaid to be taken away 
the from them, E 1 
that The Force of the Taleration Ad then remains 
that good in its due Extent, as it was deſigned to 
that W reach no farther than theſe Perſons already de- 
S by W fined; and this Bill does not ſuperſede, and va- 
n at cate that AQ, but only explains its Meaning and 
the limit (as far as human Means can) its Duration. 
pon It is certain indeed, that the Leg iſſature might 
en- have continued the Joleratitn without this R... 
ſub . /raizr; but at the fame Time it is impoſſible 
e of to prove that the Reſtraint is unrea ſonable, un- 4 
is leſs it can he firſt prov'd that there is no Danger 
ariling from the Diſſenters to. the Church and State. 
Now it might be ſufficient to fay, That the > 
Perſons and Powers who are the proper Judges. 
in this Caſe, think there is an Occaſion for this 
Reſtraint, as apprehending a Danger from the 
Diſſenters. Every private. Diſſenter judgeth for 
Fhimſelf, and-ſhall not · the whole Legiſlature judge 
for themſelves? But, the worthy Mr. Steel ex, 
poſtulates with the Senate, and her Majeſty ian 
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tj bey have done, to make it needful to take farther 
Securities againſt them? Do the Clergy remonſtr ate ? 


breed Men too hard for them in Diſpute ? No, good 


: read in Modern Controverſy, you might 9 


plaints, yet it may be neceſſary to take farther 


hear a direct tendency to overthrow the Conſti- 
tutiĩon in the Church, it is apparent they do, that 


Vvour at the obſtructing the ſpreading of thoſe 
Principles. If the Permiſſion of Seminaries might 


ther, where they might imbibe a Hatred to the 
Church, together with their Learning, that 


of theſe very Perſons not a Century ago, when 


Civil and Eccleſiaſtical; we may then think it 
reaſonable both as Men, and Chriſtians, to pre- 
vent a return of that Uſurpation. If there are 
not mary Men old enough to remember thoſe Days, 


Ez 
a ſtrange Manner; he very paſſionately asks what 


Do the Umverſities complain that their Academies 


Sir, neither their Academies nor the Patrons of 
theſe Academies; and were you but a little 


be convinc'd that the Church can Defend it 
even againſt your formidable fen. 
But ſuppoſe there are none of theſe Com- 


* — 


If #. # 
w 1 . 22 


Security). For, if the Principles of the Diſſenters 
alone is ſufficient Reaſon for the Nation to endea- 


invite even the neighbouring Parents, meerly out 
of a Convenience, to ſend their Children thi- 


alone is a good Reaſon for their Suppreſſion. If 
again, we reflect on the licentious Extra vagancies 


they had by a prevailing Villany got the Poſſeſſi-— 
on of a Power to overthrow the Conſtitution, both 


— __ ww r 


La intercepts. Now the Miſtake of this Gen- 2 


linors among them, as has been proved, never 
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there are ſtill fo many indelible Traces, ane 
Marks left in the beſt Families of the Nation, as 

are enough to make them fearful, and ſuſpicious 
of the Reign of the Saints on Earth, The Memo: 
ry of King Charles the Firit's Fate (who by tbe 
way was a true, and lawful King before the Worsg 
Revolution came in faſhion ) will not eaſily be 
wiped away, but remain a Mack of Infamy on 1 
he Principles of theſe Men, and a ſtanding Warn- 
ng againſt them, whatever Indulgences any ſye- = | 
ceeding Glorious Monarchs may allow them. 14 
But the Patrons of Schiſm would not leave the ; 
Toleration thus; they will make the beft of a 5 
Mord, and enlarge its Meaning to ſignify ever 
Thing they want, as they reſtrain others to wart 
limited Senſe they pleaſe. The JToleration, ſayes⁵ 
the Letter Writer, is a Law which indulg es the Diſ.. 
Venters in the Exerciſes of their Religion; and where  |Þ 
there is a Right to a Benefit, there are ſuppaſed is 
go along with it the neceſſery Means of attaining that ll: 
Right ; Education is the neceſſary Means which this 
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leman ariſes from not conſidering the Perſons 
who were indulged by the Law, who are not 
the Diſſenters to be Edacated, but thoſe already 
Euucated in that Way of Nox-Conformity, Ihe 


ad any Right of Favour from the Law, and 9 
herefore they cannot be injured by the Bil, It 
may be ask d what Reaſon there ſhould be for 
YT ON the > 
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che me of this DiſtinRion, and why the one 
Part excluded. from the Benefit, and the other in- 
dulged. To which we anſwer, That in dean 
the Prejudices of the elder Diſſenters are habitual 
and ſtrong, improved into a Principle of Reli- 
gion, and ſupported by the Plea of Conſcience, 


may permit them to enjoy the Pt ivilege of this 
Indulgence; the granting of which to the Minors, 
or which is the ſame, to the Parents for their E- 


the true Church, enjoyning all things neceſſary to 
Salvation, retaining the Primitive Orders, and 


5 GIS ſurely he muſt think thoſe who have 


14 


the Government from a Senſe of their Weakneſs, 
or perhaps from a Deſpair of their Converſion, 


ducation, would not be an Inſtance of Lenity, 
but of the utmolt Cruelty. to theſe Minors. For 
what Nobler Inſtance of Chriſtian Love can any 
Government give, than to uſe all lawful. Means 


to reduce the Erroneous, and make a Proviſi. 


on for thoſe to worſhip God in the beſt Man- 


ner, who are incapacitate to make that Provis. 
ſion for themſelves ? What greater Charity than 


that which is not determined to One preſent Act 


of Benevolence, but extends itſelf and its Bleſ- 
 fings to ſucceeding Generations, forming a Hap- 


piueſs tor thoſe who are not yet living, greater; | 


than Life itſelf? Mt. Steel ſeems to be convincd 
of the Truth of the Doctrines, and the Beauty 


of the Diſcipline of the Church, that is, that it is 


neceſſary Diſtinct ions among its Clergy; and 


. the 


p x 5 «5 4 Po; R F * n en 228 
9 . * 2 * r q 483 , . * 3 8 2 * 1 
4 J 7 72 — 2 j F : p WT 5. * 
5 : 4 ü . Td ? 7 9 2 - 8 % 
ne 4 N 4 > : 1 * 2 * A 4 Sd of — * 4 3 
: 3 4 
| 6 i „ 7 4 K 
1 $ y x * # 7 N 
1 - b oy 1 x , 1 
— ; . . 1 
q 
* - 4 hy 


* 


bimſelt merry with that Word ; but if it be a Sin 


of that Nature which our Divines, and the Fa- 
thers too, have defined it to be, I think the Chureh 


ſhe ws a true Chriſtian Spirit, in endeavouring to 
make it leſs general than it. is at preſent. 
There ſtill remain ſome collateral Arguments, 
which this Gentleman makes uſe of, as Reaſons 


why the Bill ſnould not paſs the Legiſlature. 


Theſe he divides into fuch as may affect the Tran- 


gquillity of the Nation in general; and ſecondly, as 
7 will affeit the Proſperity of the Church of Eng- 


lands: 7:5 4 


It is affirmed in the firſt place, That the Publick - 2 
Peace will be diſturbed, Diſtractions in Families + 


and Neighbourhoods ariſe, Scorn and Derifion 


will be the Portion of the Favourers of the Diſſen- _ 
ters, and Rage and Indignation that of their Ad- 
-verſaries; and an Inſtance: to juſtify the Confe- 
quence, is drawn from what happen'd formerly, 
at the Execution of the Penal Laws againſt the 
Diſſenters. There is, indeed, no doubt but that 
. the Bill will occaſion ſome Uneaſineſs in thoſe 
who think themſelves Sufferers by it; and ſo 


. would any Bill for the Preſervation of the whole, 


which bore hard upon any Part of that whole; 


but I would fain know if that is Reaſon why the 
whole ſhould not be preſerved ? It can be no Ar- 


Sument againſt the Goodneſs of a Law in gene- 


ral, 


% 


* A A 


the Opportunity of conforming. to it, and refuſe 
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1 
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it, guzlty of Schiſm. He may, if he pleaſes, make 
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Leer ſo deep in their Secrets, as to know that 
they do nat intend it? For if they do ſubmit, all 
his Conſequence falls to the Ground; there will 
be no Diſtraction where there is = Submiſſion. 
Ahere is no Occaſion in the Caſe before us; for 


4 e arg 
* . N * * ** * 
— — * 
7 7 


True; and no Taconveniencies will attend the 
Law, unleſs the Huſſenters, by their ſeditiou Bo- 

that Gentleman to let flip fome Expreſſions, 
 bedience to the Lan, provided it does paſs; for he 
| Juſtice, that wy be made a Queſtion, whether it 


. oupht to obige, 
he encourages Her Majeſty *s Subjects to leave Her 


„ * | | 222 d 2 18 in 
|" -thor to go unpuniſhid. The one is a plain In- 
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rern, 5 
ral, That the Execution of it will be attended 
with fore Inconveniencies. But we may en: 
quire why there ſhould be any Surmiſe, that 
theſe Diſturbances ſhould happen? Will not the 
Diffenters fabmit to Law ? Is the Author of the 


the violent Method of armed Men, the Law it ſelf 
directs the Executioners in an eaſy, peaceable 
Manner, how to make the Effects of it take 
place. So that Mr. Steele's Parallel is by no means 


nthemſelves. 


haviour, draw a feverer Act upon 
And indeed I think ita great Unha ppineſs in 


which feem to excite the D:ſſenters to pay no O- 
ſays directly, that it is ſuch a Violation of natural 
er it 4 enatted. Nay, further, 
Dominions, and fly to fome other Protection. 
Both which, if not High Treaſon, are yet ſo near 


it, that nothing but the Lenity of the Govern- 
ment, which he has abuſed, can ſuffer the Au- 


citement 
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eitement to Rebellion, and tHe alienating the Af 
fect ions of the Subject; and the other an Ad 
vice which is a direct Diminution of Her Maj. 
Buppoſe the Diſſenters ſhould take Mr. Steels 
for a good Caſuiſt, and be encouraged by this 
Authority to refuſe Obedience to the Law after 
it is enacted; then J aſſure him that a better Ca- 
ſuiſt than himſelf determines him to be guilty of - | 


. 4 


2 
® 


the Rebellian, which theſe People are excited to 


commit by his Authority. 


And to compleat this Scene, there can beno- 


* 


* 


Progreſs further, but an actual Reſiſtance, and the 
' Placiag himſelf at the Head of the Diſaffected, 


all other Lengths are already gone, and the next 


Degree is from Verbal to Active. Treaſon. But 


thus it is, when the Men of Liberty are vorked 


up into a Warmth for_their Cauſe, they ate l- 


| ways contradicting themſelves, or  over-ruPd by 4 
ſome ſtrange Fatality to advance ſuch Maxims, 
as either betray the Weakneſs of their Reaſon, r 
the Iniquity of their Hearts, g. -— = 
But we may ask the Caſuift why this Law © 
ſhould not oblige ? Is not the Law which is 


Much ſeverer againſt the Papiſts, and their Edu- 3 


cation Odligatory ? There is no Queſtion but he 
wil allow it, and if he does, every Reaſon that*  } 
is of force againſt them, is good againſt the Dif. © 


enters too ? Does the Charch ſulpeR a Danger 
from One? She ſuſpects rhe ſame too from che 
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Other? Has the Treatment of the Papiſts been 


pate them in the Fury of his Heart to-—-What 


Simmilitude;.— A Iurbey- Coct. And by this Simi. 


lsqproſſion upon me, that whenever I ſee a Turkey. 
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Cruel to her at any Time? And have not even 
the Mercies of the Diſſenters been Cruel too? It is 
eaſy to ſhow that the ſame Arguments were made 
uſe of againſt the Ads which reftrain the Papiſts 
in this Point, as are now trumped up in favour ' 
of the Diſſenters, but that is no wonder, it not 
betag the firſt Time that the Sons of Geneva have 
borrowed Arms from the Romiſh Quiver.  _ 
There is (till behind a terrible Argument a- 
gainſt the Bill, that the Juſtices of Peace are the 
Judges appointed to determine all Complaints of 
vour Breaches. Mr. Steele, tho? himſelf a Squire, 
is ſo very angry with his Brethren on this account, 
that he mauls them for a Pack of inſenſible Block- 
heads, who ought not to be entruſted with the 
Management of the meereſt Trifle in Nature. And 
as Mr. Bays ſays, what does he do egad, but com- 


do you gueſs? a reaſonable Man might fancy a 
thouſand Things, before he could hit ſo pretty a 


litude (which is more important to the Squires of 
England than ] ſhall at this Time explain) the Bell 
is proved an Illegal, Cruel, uncharitable Act. 

I mult confe6, there is no reply ing to a Man who 
brings ſucir Arguments as theſe: No, no, he may 
ſafeſy Triumph now over ths mortify'd Sgaires, 
and the Senate too. I am ſure it has made ſuch an 


i 


Cock 


.Cork raiſing his Creſt, I ſhall think of Mr. Steele. 
But to proceed with the Gravity of an e] 
Senator, now let us conſider hom this Bill mill affett 
the Church of England. It will bring upon it an 
unanſwerable Scandal, fays our Author. Firſt, as 
it will give Arguments to her Enemies, that ſhe is 
conſcious of her Inability to defend herſelf by Reaſon 
and Truth, when fhe flies to the Secular Power to 
tale off her Diſſenter mn. „ 
Now, whatever he may imagine, this Argu- 
ment of Scandal is as eaſily anſwer'd, as the other 
of the Squire and the Ius key-Cock, For this Rea-„ 
ſon is by no means good, unleſs it can firſt be 
proved, That every Appeal to human Laws in Mal-. 
ters of Religion, is an Argument of the Weakneſs + 1 
of the Cauſe. which the Appellant maintains; the 
contrary of which Propoſition is a ſelf-evident 
Truth, and needs not to be diſputed. All that 
can be collected from ſuch a Behaviour in the 
Church, is, not an Inability to defend herſelf, but a 
'Senſe of her Inſecurity from that Defence; ane 
therefore ſhe juſtly uſes other lawful Means for 
khat End, which the Secalar Power may permit 
her to uſe. The Force of Truth and Reaſon has 
been long tried in this Caſe; and the Church may 
ſafely defy them to produce any Reaſons for their 
Nonconformity, which have not been anſwer'd a- 
gain, and again; but ſtill they perſiſt in their 
Error, and not only fo, but make Advances b7 
their Schools and Seminaries, which might en- 
Fa n danger 
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- . danger the Conſtitution, and then it is high time. 
tor to call in another Power, they being now be- 
come Diſturbers of the Publick Peace, by theſe 
Encroachments ; In which caſe Mr. Steele him- 
ſelf allows the Uſe of the Secular Power to be law- 
ful, It may as well beſaid in a Diſpute between 
two Perſons, that when one perceives his Adver- 
ſary preparing to murther him, he is certainly 
codConſcious of his Inability to defend himſelf by Argu- 
mien, becauſe he calls a Conſtable to ſeize the Per- 
ſon who threatens his Life. . _ n 
A ſecond Reaſon of this Author's is, That it will 
carry in it all the Guilt which we object to the Roman 
FF Catholrcks, in founding her Power in the blind Obe- i 
dience of the People, and not in the Conviction of 
4 ib | | their Minds. 5 5 | gh SK 85 5 % „ > Bt B+ 
Now, either Mr. Steele does not underſtand . 
what the Gailt of the Romiſh Church is in this 
Point, or he induſtriouſly affixes a Calumay.on - 
the Church of England, by a pretended Reſem- 
> blance of Caſes in which (ſuppoſing this Bill an 
Ad of the Church) they widely differ. The S/ ns 
we charge upon the Romaniſts conſiſts in their 
Locking up the holy Scriptures from the People. 
and the forbidding to uſe them, whereby it is 
> impoſſible that the Laity ſhould attain to the 
Means of Salvation, and in affirming that their 
= Church has a Power to att thus, the Conſequence 
of which is, that the People muſt be implicitly 
obedient. This Bill is no Inſtance that Ie 
; Et: 2 IC o 2 Sg 
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acts in that manner; nor is the Conſequence of a 
blind Obedience deducible- from it. t-rjt, - This B18 
Bill does not reſtraia the Children of the Diſſent i | 

| 


* 
* 
5 
898 
| | 


ers from the Knowledge of the Means toSalvation, 1 
becauſe it leaves them at the Liberty of making Il 
Uſe of Schools where they may be inſtructed in 

thoſe Means, till they are capable of judging for 
hemſelves; at which time, if they ſhall find a [4 
tronger Evidence for the Opinions of their Parent: 
than the Doctrines of the Church, they may, ang 
will adhere to the former. The Cosviction of ile {1 


Mind is what muſt follow, when the Powers 
of Reaſon and Underſtanding exert themſelves, 

Ind they begin to diſtinguiſh between Ir uth | 
and Error, and the Scripture having been open 7 


to them from the beginning, it cannot be ſaid, © - 
that they wanted the Means: of attaining the 
nd; and therefore the Church is falſely accuſed. 4: 
as Cruilty of the Sin ſhe Objects to the Roman ts, 
The Church of Rome is jealous, if the Scriptures 
were Read by the Vulgar, that the Foundation 
of her Power would be diſcovered to be falte, | 
put the Church of England permits (for all this 
Kd) the publick Uſe of them; being conſcious _ ||} 
S hat ſhe aſſumes no Power but what the Scrip - | 
> {Wurcs allow, and how then does ſhe Exerciſe 
hat Dranmp over the Mind of Chriſtians, which x: 
/ 


he other does? All the Obedience (which he . || 
u call Blind if he pleaſes) which the Dif: 
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fl forte is made uſe | 


5 | Children, -but Men that are the intended Proſelztes M 
Ik! indeed, after they are capable of beebming Prof 


* 


and not to the Church, from which they may (till 


to lead them into a Compliance, has not its due 
Effects upon tjůemm. e 


their Compliance, then he might ſay, the Lam vr 
the Church (if he pleaſes) uſes + Force. After he 
has taken it for granted that this B/ is an Act off 
'Compulion, he begins to draw this Conſequence 
from it, that there is no Reaſon now, why the 
Church of Rome ſhould not employ all Force in reW 
-ductng'us, as Schijmaticks from them? That is, 


*Mad-Mzn uſes in Argument, and diſtinguiſhes n 
very nicely from the Reuſoning of a F. 
no purpoſc, but a meer Axt ifice of applying odt; 


ſuch Parallels as he imagines may raiſe the Indig 
of Reader, rt. 37995 


Time and Occation of the Bill. For after“: 
peaccable Behaviour, he cries out, Aud yet all e 


aiſfent, if the Means which the Leg iſſature uſes 


So that Mr. Steele when he farther argues, that 
rer 4 m of in the gaining of Proſelytes, 
goes ſtill upon a wrong Suppoſition; for it is not 


ſelhtes, the Lam ſhould uſe a Penal Ad for tot urge 


he draw a true Contequence from fulſe Premiſes M 
which Mr. Lock makes to be the Way which a 


All his fine Talk of I-quiſitions and Hranny is to 


ous Names to innocent Deſigns, and glancing at 


As equally unjuit is what he ſays, as to the 


5 — 7, * 


yt D x * | | *Þ 1 | | . 
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ion of her Majeſty's Subjects are to have the Law, by 


ues hich chey enjoy the deareſt Bleſſings of Life, raten 
om them. This Suddenneſs he is no Judge of, 


nd yet he ſeems to be angry, that he was not 


Rights of his Fellow Subjects againſt any thing which: 


: 2 We apprehends to be an Encroachment, yet without 
r his Conſent and Approbation preſumed to offer 
* ſuch. a Law to the Legiſlature. Did they nor, 


now that ſince a late important Vote, he em. 


eſcape ſome La ſhes of his Pen upon ſuch an Occa- 
ſion ? Or did they think becauſe he was an un- 


ney worthy Member of their Houſe, and expelled ac- _ 


diE ment? Vain Expectations! and which they are 
g DY | tkely to ſuffer for, as long as he ENJOYS the Uſe _ 
dig of Pen and Paper. 9 a 1 "ol 

2M [canbur leave them to his Reſentments, and 
mr pity them. However, let us enquire upon what 5 
er Nrounds he affirms that this Bill againſt the Dif- | 
and enters comes in without any Provocation. We ; 
Have before proved that the Legiſlature are uy 3 


ſudden; without any Manner of Provocationg.a Mil- 


re-accquainted with the Deſign of bringing in 
he B/; theſe Senators indeed were too raſh, who: 
cnowing that Mr. Steele was ever watchful for 
he Publick Good, and zealous in aſſerting the 


oloy'd all his Time in writing Pamphlets, and 
ould they hope to avoid his Diſplea ſure, or 


cordingly from his Seat in Parliament, that ge 
N was deprived of the common Benefit of Life, and 
js tod could not write a Letter to a Member of Parli- 
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e aper e of the no and Reaſon. ; 
olf any Law offer d to them, but if that is not ſuf: 
ficient for thoſe People, who ſometimes are'for 
9 er the Power of Parliaments, and at others 
for diminiſhing it, as the Occaſion happens to ſerve 
their Purpoſes; we mutt then appeal to Matter 
of Fact, and general Obſervation : Now, it is 
certain, and needs not be proved, that the Schools 
of the Diſſenters are more numerous at preſent 
than they have been in former Years, that they uſe 
all Methods of turning either the Weaknefs,or the 
- Poverty ofthe Parents of ſome Children who are 
of the Church to their Advantage, that the Prac-|i 
tice of all che Arts of ſeducing. and debauching 
the Minds of thoſe whom Neceflity or their Pa- 
rents Folly has drove to them. It is well known 
too, that theic Academies are full, and publick, 
that they pretend to be of equal 'Foot with the 
3 ties, as much allow'd and encourag'd by 
- the Government as they are, afid all this under the 
Protection of the besen I might add, What 
I know from the Report of ſome educated a- if 
mogng them, that their conſtant Diſputes turn all 
. upon the Objections againſt the Church, and char iſ 
il any one dares 10 be fo hardy as to ma inta in an 
Argument in its Favour a little too ſtrongly for 
his Opponent, he falls under the Diſpleaſure of 
the Governors and Tutors. - When theſe Me- 
|... - ,thods are taken, not only for the imbibing of 
We |, - MF iaciples * * to the Co" and the 
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2 10 and confirming, their polige in - 
them wich as öch Affiduity and Artifice' as he 
Cr *uſe; there can be no Reaſon given vb 
ome Cate up t not tbe taken to prevent the |} 
Growth of Schiſm.*- For if it be jut, wife, and ne. 
ceſſary, e eee to nd it ſelf in the | 
manner it alteady has againſt the Papiſts, it is e. 
ually fo, to do the ſame againſt the Diſſenters, : 5 9 
there being equal Danger af fling from both. 38 
to their Non er, that, inſtead of being an Ar- 
zument in cheir Favour, ought-to be accounted a 
eaſon for a ſtricter Care over them; and if they | 
area Mill inn of Her Majefty 8 Subjects at preſent, "58 
then as aMillian of dangerous Subjects, they ſhould/ _ 4 
be leſſen'd in the next Generation. I don't Kno, 
ot their Favourers mean by a Provoration ; hut 
there are juſt Reaſons for the Bill, that is ſuffl. 
15 "Would they 4:37 the (Governnient defer- | 
ng it ſelf, kin the grow fo uumefbus, that 
e to do it? Would the! 


bln the C (become jmpotb and quiet, till they gros 
as mad and frantic as they did in the laſt Age; 
| tilt hey begin to number the Hoſt o the Lord, and 
fly out, into an actual Rebelfion? Tr is to be ho- 4 
ped the Lægiſtature will take other Meaſutes, ant 


for check that Evil, which If not checked o., may A 
off prove too hard to be ſtrugled with "hereafter, 
le- 715 Mr. Steele has — yet done with the BiIH, 
of 480 4 Relig dau Concern, bei! tig of Op iniod that, 
he it FI ver / te tirrile to SerepulonCorpenes Nor 
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_ Children: to do the ſame? I then he 15, IR 


_ roo; ſo that in this Way of wert, th he 65 


0 Before we conſider t 2 4d, AS Tt cone 


| | TL YON 
cheſs . Cetebe, own 7055 ited 


from the Church is founded upon things in them 
ſelves indifferent; tis an allowed Maxim with 
Caſuiſts, that the .Publick Peace, and the Preſer- 
vation of Unity, ought to over rule all Scruples 
of that Nature: Becauſe, in not conforming, they 
are guilty of an actual Sin; but if they do oon. 
form, tliey own themſelves to be doubtful, vw. 
ther they are guilty, or not. And how. ny, 
are there of theſe Ser upalous Conſaiences. Who 170 3 
conformed occaſionally ; which, either ſhews: that 
they believe it no Sin at all, or that they Jaye 
n0.Con/ciences, or Jach as will allow. them to Fav 
cir, 


vocafe groſly with God and Man? Whengt 
Number is thinned of 17 who would comply. 


with Occa zonal Con ormity,. as belie viog it . Sz | 
how, Hager] be % — 98 ls pity 
the Bill as an Offence to their Can iences? An 
if they themſelves could do this, hat Realon. 
can be alledg'd Why, they e not ſuffer the Lie, 
(I 
Right by this Compliance, iS will be 05 50 
by his Conſciencę to inſtruct his- CH, to cb 


S 


ber of the Diſſenters, whoſe, Conſctences, wall 


21 


be offended at this Bill, will ern th 55 
a Million. | *. e cit 


rſt 


State, it may not be amiſs to the a 
Paradox of Squire Steele's, After he Has been 


kind as to direct Her {#8 to rejes che Bill, 
he is pleag'd to make her a Compliment upon 
that vgappofition, which I wiſh he would re- 
concile to Senſe and Reaſon. By rejecting it, 
ſays he, Her Majeſty will do as great a Service to 
true Piety, and the Intereſts of the Church, as Queen 
ESTHER did, when ſhe averted the Extirpation of 
the JENS. 1 ſuppole it ought to be read, the 
Tntereſts of the Diſſenters, who are the true Gharth; 
otherwiſe it is not reconcileable to Senſe; for the 
Diſſenters are here placed in the fame: Circim- 
ances as the Jews were at that Time, and if ſo, 
they muſt be the true Church; and the prevention 
of their Extirpation (which Mr. Steele ſuppoſes 
the Rejection will) is a Service to them, parallel 
to that of Queen Eſther's to the Jews : But if it 
means the Charch of England, if there is any Pa- 
rallel in it; then that muſt be ſuppos'd to be in te 
Circumſtances of the Jewiſh Church, and ſo to 
be hn omg by the Bill, which wants very 
much to be proved. The Compliment, indeed, 
is ſo dubiouſly expreſſed, that it's hard to tell 
Who has a Right to it, or who will thank him 4 
for it, after it is explaited. 
The laſt Conſideration propoſed by this Au- 
wor, That it will be a Means to weaken the 
| Proreſtant Intereſt, and make the Diſſenters run 
into Meaſures that may favour the Preteuder,and 4 
dra them off from the Succeſſion, as ſettled in 
boy Houſe of Hanover, Not contented with N 1 
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. 2 7 . TIES. > 
he directly aſſerts, that it is their Intersſt to de ſay 


as having better Hopes from one, than they 


ac, than th 
baus from the other. All Who aro e 
500 


the Succeſſion, as eſtabliſhed in the Hoafe of. Hane 
wver,ought to look upon this Advice of Mr..Szeele's 


a a plain Conrradiation ro what he has always 
proſeſſed as his Principle; for whatever Zeal he 


*-af 


may pretend for the Succeſſion, it's certain be 
reaches the Diſſenters an evil Leſſon againſt it. 
But, perhaps, it is not the Intereſt of | theſe 


People (ſuppoſing them aggrieved by the Bill) | | 
to cloſe with the Pretender, unleſs they 40 


he ſays, out of a Spirit of Revenge: For, if there 


- ſhould be this ſtrange Invaſion, which he and his 
Party talk of fo familiarly, it would ſtill be for 


the Intereſt of the Diſſenters to employ. their 


1 Hands and Purſes in Oppoſition to the Invader. 8 
flappeal to the Writings of theſe Gentlemen, for 
the terrible Inſtances of Cruelty which the Na- 

tion muſt in general expect from a Popiſb Reign; 
and can the Diſſenters hope for kinder Treatment 


than the Church? I am {ure their Tale bore ang» | 
ther Face ſome Time ago; they were, in their 


A 


. own Opinion, to be the firſt Mareyrs in that Bay 
of Trial, and ſeemed to know the Spirit of that 
- *Charch ſo well, as to expect nothing leſs than the 
” bittereſt Perſecution : But if they ſtand Neuter, 
= or afliſt the Invader, they may hope for ſome 
1 -Sweerneſfes, at leaſt upon a Change, and large 
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hoſe from the Government, already have been: 
But there are ſtill Reaſons enough to forbic 
he m in this Attempt, and keep them cloſe ro 
he Succeſſion, for all this plaufible Colour; for 
ran there be any Comparifon made between the 
ufferings which are the pretended Cauſe of their 
reſent Clamour, and what a Roman Catbolick 
yranny is likely to iaflict? Have they not told 
again and again, by way of Example, that 
Woſe who promoted their Cauſe moſt, have _ 
een the worſt uſed for it? Has not Mr. Sreele 1 
imſelf labour d to prove this very Point, and to 
neu rad no Promiſes from a Roman Catholick 
Power are accounted obligatory, but are vojd of 
T& ourſe by the Nature of their Religion, which 
ys, No Faith is to be kept with Hereticts? And ; 
there no Difference between the ſmall Reſtraint 
n this Act, and the Loſs of Fortune, Liberty, 
Religion, and Life it ſelf? The Diſſenters muſt 
now. very little of their true Intereſt, if they are 
d be tempted to ſacrifice all that is dear to them 
S 
On the other Hand, if they exert themſelves 
P oppoſition to the Invader, the worſt they can 
pet, is only to ſuffer the leſſer Evil fill, (if it 
One) and ſuch a Behaviour may be the Occa- 
dn of making a Merit with the Legiſlature, for 
uture Indulgence. At leaſt it appears abundant- 
more probable, that they will confulr * 2 
| or 
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| fortheir own 8 and i. by cloling wick 
_  @ Proteſtant Succeſſor, than abetting a Popiſh Inva- 
der. Thus. I think Mr Steele's Argument of 1n- 
tere ſt is refuted ; and as for any others that con- 
cern this Queſtion, | I have heard none of any 


Weight or Conſequence. 


diſanaulled by this Bi. But I think that the con 


bp any Party of the whole, are conditional; and in 


that this.is the Caſe at preſent, was proved before 


and to hope that the Leg ture for the Churcl 


In the Proſecution of this Subject, we ha ve nt 


It is indeed pretended, that the Toleration, the 
Maintenance of which was promiſed, is entirely 


trary is proved already; however, if the Force 
of it in the Extent they mean, is taken away; it 1 
reaſonable i in the Government to uſe i its own Powel 


upon this Occaſion, as ſeems Proper to the Legi/al 


FUE: . 
And the Truth of this depends upon the Third 
Propoſition laid down in the beginning of thi : 
Paper, That all Promiſes in Governours, which ref 


Pl, That if ſuch. Promiſes are for the Safery of hl 
whole, which, when they are found to be, the Pom 


which a e them, may juſtly revoke them; and 


Theſe are the Reaſons which induce 'many/t 
think, that the Bill is a juſt and reaſonable B 


Security and its own, will enaQ it into a La 


dared to take thoſe Liberties HT the Author 
the Letter has indulged himſelf in, who tal 
more like a Dictator to the Senate, than 4 Plzad 
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of a juſt Cauſe. Perhads he may have ſome pri 
vate Reaſons to be angry, and out of humour 
but Decency if not Correction ought to have o- 
bliged him to a little good Manners, towards thoſe 
vith whom he was Unworthy to fit iu Parliament. 
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